CENTRAL LONDON ECONOMIC SNAPSHOT @ March 2011
1. Central London: businesses and jobs
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Central 

London¹

Rest of 

London All London

Great 

Britain/ 

England^

Businesses 

(2009. VAT registered/PAYE units) ²

138,025 264,290 402,315 2,282,200

Registrations/start-ups (births 2009)  12.0% 12.9% 12.6% 10.2%

Deregistrations/closures (deaths 2009) 13.0% 14.1% 13.7% 12.0%

New business reg rate (% of registrations per 10,000 resident aged 

16+): NI 171 (2008)

168.4% 79.0% 96.1% 57.2%

% Small businesses employment growth: NI 172 (2008) 15.7% 12.5% 13.6% 14.2%

Jobs 

(2009) Total jobs

1,874,600 2,411,300 4,285,900 27,970,900

Jobs

 (2009, Employee jobs) ³

1,768,600 2,291,800 4,060,200 26,206,100

Jobs density (2009) * 1.9% 0.6% 0.8% 0.7%

Full time (2009) 79.0% 70.4% 74.1% 67.9%

Part time (2009) 21.0% 29.6% 25.9% 32.1%

Jobs in services (2009) 96.6% 91.3% 93.6% 84.2%

Jobs in tourism (2008) # 9.7% 7.3% 8.3% 8.2%

Jobs in services

 (2009, Employee jobs) ª

1,709,200 2,091,300 3,800,500 22,060,800

Wholesale, retail, hotels & restaurants 18.0% 20.6% 19.5% 21.3%

Transport, information & communications 12.2% 12.1% 12.1% 8.3%

Finance, property, professional, technical, other business activities 41.9% 24.4% 32.0% 20.1%

Public admin, education & health 18.9% 27.9% 24.0% 28.2%

Other services 5.7% 6.3% 6.0% 6.2%

Source: Data from National Statistics (Nomis February 2010), official labour statistics unless otherwise stated.

² Numbers are active enterprises in 2009. Percentages are proportions of active enterpirses in 2009.

* Density figures represents the ratio of total employee jobs to working-age population.

# Tourism jobs are a subset of "jobs in services" - data for 2009 is unavailable

ª Rounding of percentages means totals may not add up to the percentage of "jobs in services"

¹ Central London includes City of London Corporation, City of Westminster, London boroughs of Camden, Islington, Lambeth, Southwark 

and Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea

³ Primary source: Business Register and Employment Survey, employee analysis. Employee jobs excludes self-employed, proprietors, 

government supported trainees and HM Forces. Percentages are a proportionof total employee jobs.

^ Business rates (NI 171 and 172) are for England only; all other figures in the table are for Great Britain. 2009 NI 171 and 

172 results have not been released. 
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2. Central London: people and workforce
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London All London

Great 
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Resident Population (2009) ²

1,370,300 6,313,600 7,683,900 60,003,100

Working age population ³ 73.5% 67.7% 68.8% 65.0%

Ethnic minority population (2001) * 30.1% 28.6% 28.8% 8.7%

Percentage population increase (2006 - 2031) # 20.1% 16.7% 17.3% n/a

Working age (16-64) population (2009) ª

1,006,900 4,276,800 5,283,700 38,984,800

Economically active ≠  73.4% 75.2% 74.8% 76.4%

In employment ≈ 66.8% 68.4% 68.1% 70.4%

Employees 54.6% 57.5% 57.0% 60.9%

Self employed 11.3% 10.5% 10.7% 9.0%

Unemployed ∞ 9.0% 9.0% 9.0% 7.9%

Higher level qualifications (2009) ^^ 52.0% 36.7% 39.7% 29.9%

No qualifications (2009)  9.5% 12.3% 11.8% 12.3%

Source: Data from National Statistics (Nomis February 2011), official labour statistics unless otherwise stated.

³ All aged 16 to 64 

* Source: Census 2001. Great Britain includes England and Wales only

# Source: GLA 2009 Round of Demographic Projections

ª Source: GLA Round of Demographic Projections for London; ONS APS for Great Britain

≠ People aged 16 -64 or over who are either employed or unemployed: source Annual Population Survey July 2009/June 2010

∞ People without a job but available to start work (source APS July 2009/June 2010)

^^ NVQ Level 4 and above - degree or equivalent (source APS Jan 2009/Dec 2009)

¹ Central London includes City of London Corporation, City of Westminster, London boroughs of Camden, Islington, Lambeth, 

Southwark and Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea

≈ People who do paid work, whether as employees or self-employed; people on government-supported training and employment 

programmes; people doing unpaid family work (Source APS: July 09/June10

² Source: GLA Mid year population estimates: Percentages are proportions of total population with exception of the ethnicity figures 

when all data is at 2001 and the Great Britain figure is from the ONS and is for England and Wales only
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2005

Camden

City of 

London

Islington

Kensington 

and Chelsea

Lambeth Southwark Westminster

Central 

London

Central 

London

Total population 208,100 9,300 202,300 167,300 292,700 277,500 213,100 1,370,300 1,320,300

Working age  154,700 7,100 150,800 122,500 212,300 197,900 161,500 1,006,900 965,600

Resident population (GLA projection to 2031)

Camden

City of 

London

Islington

Kensington 

and Chelsea

Lambeth Southwark Westminster

Central 

London

Total population 236,100 12,900 242,400 185,600 336,900 353,600 231,100 1,598,600

Economically active (16 to 74) 127,000 8,400 135,400 101,700 192,200 188,800 130,600 884,000

Employment rate of working age population (ONS: Annual Population Survey)

2005/06

Camden

City of 

London

Islington

Kensington 

and Chelsea

Lambeth Southwark Westminster

Central 

London

Central 

London

Employment rate 64.5 57.3 67.9 63.0 74.4 67.1 62.2 66.8 65.5

Unemployment rate 10.2 - 7.2 5.7 9.1 11.4 8.8 9.0 8.1

Percentage of the working age: highest education qualification (ONS: Annual Population Survey)

2005

Camden

City of 

London

Islington

Kensington 

and Chelsea

Lambeth Southwark Westminster

Central 

London

Central 

London

NVQ Level 2 or higher 72.5 - 71.8 73.1 68.6 65.6 73.9 70.8 64.3

NVQ Level 3 or higher 63.0 - 62.8 67.4 61.2 55.0 65.6 62.3 55.3

NVQ Level 4 or higher 52.7 - 51.5 58.0 50.5 45.1 55.3 52.0 44.1

No qualifications 9.0 - 10.8 7.5 9.4 10.9 9.2 9.5 13.3

Business start-up/death of enterprise/employment growth 2009 (ONS) and 2008 (BERR)

Camden

City of 

London

Islington

Kensington 

and Chelsea

Lambeth Southwark Westminster

Central 

London

Numbers of businesses ( 2009 ONS)

Total stock 25,175 14,895 14,010 12,335 11,360 13,240 47,010 138,025

Births (start-ups) 2,735 1,790 1,665 1,450 1,445 1,690 5,780 16,555

Deaths (closures) 3,140 1,460 1,785 1,440 1,680 1,920 6,475 17,900

As % of total stock ( 2009 ONS)

Births (start-ups) 10.9 12.0 11.9 11.8 12.7 12.8 12.3 12.0

Deaths (closures) 12.5 9.8 12.7 11.7 14.8 14.5 13.8 13.0

NI 171 and NI 172 (2008 BERR)

All London

New business reg rate (% of 

registrations per 10,000 

resident aged 16+): NI 171 154.0 3088.9 121.9 109.5 82.8 90.1 339.7 96.1

% small business with emp 

growth (NI 172) 15.0% 17.8% 16.0% 14.1% 12.4% 14.6% 17.1% 0.0%

Percentage of Super Output Areas in 20% most deprived: England (Index of Multiple Deprivation 2007)

Camden

City of 

London

Islington

Kensington 

and Chelsea

Lambeth Southwark Westminster

Central 

London

36.1 0.0 72.0 24.3 55.9 61.8 25.8 47.5

Transport Accessibility Levels: 2009: NI 176

Camden

City of 

London

Islington

Kensington 

and Chelsea

Lambeth Southwark Westminster

Central 

London

90.98 94.17 89.61 93.86 88.25 88.38 92.05 n/a

2009

July 2009 _June 2010

Jan 2009/Dec 2009
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2. Industrial structure of the UK, London and Central London economies 2009
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GB

Number % GB Number % GB  % Central

Total Economy 26,206,100 4,060,200 15.5 1,768,600 6.7

n/a

Agriculture, forestry & fishing  204,000 1,000 0.5 100 0.0

0.0

Mining, quarrying & utilities (B,D and E) 321,500 22,100 6.9 7,500 2.3

0.4

Manufacturing  2,358,400 110,100 4.7 18,300 0.8

1.0

Construction  1,261,400 126,600 10.0 33,500 2.7

1.9

Motor trades  438,100 39,400 9.0 3,800 0.9

0.2

Wholesale 1,062,000 129,900 12.2 38,800 3.7

2.2

Retail  2,747,800 368,100 13.4 126,200 4.6

7.1

Transport & storage (inc postal)  1,212,100 212,700 17.5 57,300 4.7

3.2

Accommodation & food services 1,763,800 292,100 16.6 154,000 8.7

8.7

Information & communication  972,500 279,600 28.8 157,800 16.2

8.9

Financial & insurance  1,034,600 315,200 30.5 203,700 19.7

11.5

Property  398,100 89,800 22.6 47,400 11.9

2.7

Professional, scientific & technical 1,824,600 492,700 27.0 320,500 17.6

18.1

Business administration & support services 2,021,000 401,900 19.9 168,500 8.3

9.5

Public administration & defence  1,484,600 222,900 15.0 97,100 6.5

5.5

Education  2,490,800 335,100 13.5 99,700 4.0

5.6

Health  3,425,300 415,900 12.1 137,100 4.0

7.8

Arts, entertainment, recreation & other services  1,185,600 205,100 17.3 97,200 8.2

5.5

All London

Jobs 

Central London
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City of London, 

335,800, 17.9%

Islington, 189,300, 

10.1%

Kensington and 

Chelsea, 115,100, 

6.1%

Lambeth, 129,900, 

6.9%

Southwark, 178,800, 

9.5%

Westminster, 

634,000, 33.8%

Camden, 291,800, 

15.6%


Source: Business Registration and Employment Survey 2009: ONS March 2011

Note: excludes self-employed
