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MINUTES OF CENTRAL LONDON FORWARD BOARD MEETING HELD ON 25 JUNE 2008
Present:
Board members
Sir Michael Snyder
City of London (Chairman)

James Kempton
LB Islington (Deputy Chairman)

Keith Moffitt

LB Camden

Merrick Cockell
RB Kensington & Chelsea

Nicholas Stanton
LB Southwark

In attendance

Stuart Fraser

City of London

Chris Duffield
City of London

John Foster

LB Islington

Derek Myers

RB Kensington & Chelsea

Mike Fairmaner
City of Westminster

Dean Stoke

LB Camden

Eric Sorensen
Central London Forward

Lee Willocks

Central London Forward 

1. Introduction of new Director
The Board welcomed Eric Sorensen as the new Director of Central London Forward.
2. Apologies

Ian Barlow (London Business Board); Annie Shepperd (LB Southwark); Colin Barrow (Westminster)

3. Notes of meeting of 31st March 2008
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.

4. Matters arising: PR and Comms arrangements update

Tony Halmos (Director of PR at the City) and Alan Aiken (Head of Comms, Westminster) have met to discuss how they might provide PR/Communications service to CLF within the £25k budget previously agreed by the Board.  ES will now liaise with them to progress this.

 5. Contact with Mayor/GLA/LDA

Following discussions with the Mayor of London, the Deputy Mayor for Government Relations, Ian Clement, has agreed to represent the Mayor on CLF.  He will join the CLF Board initially in an advisory capacity with no subscription this financial year.  The position would be reviewed in the run up to next April when the subscriptions for 2009 -10 will become due.  The Board agreed that this would be a suitable way to engage with the Mayor.
SF and CD recently met with Jules Pipe, Mayor of Hackney, who seems inclined to reconsidering Hackney’s membership in CLF.  
The Mayor would be making a major planning speech on 9 July which will address issues such as the sub regions.  The Board agreed it would be worthwhile MS approaching Sir Simon Milton to get appropriate references to Central London and CLF included.  CLF would then approach the leaders of the other CAZ boroughs afterwards with a view to inviting them to join CLF.

6. Engagement with others

MS commended CLF’s engagement with the central London business partnerships and emphasised the importance of CLF’s engagement with the business sector.  The development of this engagement will be a key issue for the new Director.
KM informed the Board that Camden had recently held a high-profile business summit and suggested that CLF should be invited to participate at any future events of this kind to raise the organisation’s profile.  The Board agreed this.
7. Infrastructure, Capacity and Planning
MJS expressed some concern that the issue of road use and congestion, the impact of stations’ development and traffic management, including traffic light settings, was insufficiently covered in the paper - these topics had been discussed at length at the previous Board meeting.  The Board agreed that this should form an integral part of any future work on transport/infrastructure planning.  MF stated that this topic would be included in the Westminster infrastructure assessment.
ES suggested this work could also be progressed by supporting Terry Farrell’s project which is looking to “humanise” Euston Road.  The Board agreed that this would be an appropriate course of action.
KM advised the Board that he had shown the EDAW presentation to officers in his borough.  The Board agreed that this was a good way of raising the CLF profile and the City may seek to do the same with its Members.

MS noted and commended the positive work taking place in the Boroughs on CHP.  JK added that much good work here was not being properly presented.  MS added that there was scope for cooperation between boroughs on CHP/CCHP district heating facilities in addition to the good work already underway.   The infrastructure assessment will assist the Boroughs to continue to utilise CHP in innovative ways.
The Board agreed to the recommendations proposed in the papers including expanding the scope of the Westminster infrastructure assessment at a cost of £25k.  
8. Scoping reports for four other priority work streams

The Board agreed that these work streams still reflect CLF’s interests.

The Board agreed that CLF needs to work closely with the GLA on CAZ planning.

ES said that there would be further discussion with business representatives to clarify their concerns on planning priorities and process.  
MJS also emphasised the importance of internal partnership between CLF Borough Officers.  It was suggested that CLF could commission a working group of Chief Planners to liaise on Central London planning issues.

The Board agreed that further clarification was needed on the value of any CAZ SPG and CLF Officers were asked to explore this accordingly with the GLA.

9. CLF response to the Sub National Review

The Board noted the Chairman’s letter of 3 June 2008. 

10. AOB

There was no AOB.

Date of next meeting: November 2008 (precise date to be arranged; earlier 8am start proposed with breakfast).
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