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MINUTES OF CENTRAL LONDON FORWARD BOARD MEETING HELD ON 8TH NOVEMBER 2007
Present:
Board members
James Kempton
LB Islington

Merrick Cockell
RB Kensington & Chelsea

Sir Simon Milton
City of Westminster

Keith Moffitt

LB Camden

Michael Snyder
City of London

In attendance

Ian Barlow

London Business Board

Paul Evans

LB Southwark

Chris Duffield
City of London

Helen Bailey

LB Islington

Neil Litherland
LB Camden

Tony Redpath
RB Kensington & Chelsea

John Watson

City of London

1 Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman
Michael Snyder (City) was elected to be Chairman and James Kempton (LB Islington) was elected to be Vice Chairman.

2 CLF report on “The impact of migration and population churn on population estimates for Central London” 
Tony Travers and Ian Gordon from the London School of Economics presented the findings of the report that had been circulated to the Board before the meeting.

A draft press release was tabled along with a paper suggesting dissemination targets.

After discussion it was agreed that an action plan based on the findings should be drawn up and that the press release should be delayed so that the key points could be incorporated.

Action: JW to liaise with LSE to draw up action plan and include key points in a revised press release.  JW to circulate draft press release for approval.
It was also agreed that CLF should investigate common cause with the NHS on this topic.
3 Apologies
Apologies received from Nick Stanton (LB Southwark)

4 Notes of meeting of 10th July 2007
The notes of the meeting of 10th July were agreed as correct.
5 Constitution and functions of the Board

Paras 5.1 to 5.9 from the Joint Venture Agreement describing the constitution and functions of the CLF Board had been circulated for information.
The report was received.

6 Engagement with Mayor, GLA and others/CAZ Review
Michael Snyder advised that the Mayor had indicated his willingness to become actively involved with the CLF Board.  Written confirmation of the Mayor’s position was being sought.
MS advised that Hackney had declined the offer to join CLF, preferring to engage with Central London through the City Fringe Partnership.  A response was still awaited from Tower Hamlets.  Board members felt that the non-CLF boroughs’ positions would be influenced by the Mayor’s emerging view of CLF.
Reference was made to CLF’s submission to the Government Office for London of an expression of interest in developing a Multi Area Agreement.  The Board agreed that there would be merit in exploring further the potential for a Central London MAA.
7 Business engagement

Ian Barlow advised that the London Business Board organisations were content for him to engage with CLF for the moment but wanted to await the outcome of the GLA’s review of Central Activities Zone engagement before giving any formal endorsement.
IB described three priority issues for Central London businesses:

i. consistency of planning policies and extent of planning restrictions
ii. poor quality of public realm and pedestrian environment
iii. traffic management/congestion.

He also advised that businesses viewed Central London as stretching from Hammersmith to Canary Wharf.
Several Board members endorsed the importance of planning consistency in Central London and referred to the potential for joint working.

Action: IB to provide JW with appropriate business liaison contacts 

8 Engagement with Local Strategic Partnerships

The three approaches for engaging with the Central London LSPs were agreed.  It was also agreed that the CLF Officer Group should prepare an information report about CLF for the local authority Leaders and Chief Executives to present to each of the LSPs.
9 Early work priorities

The Board agreed that CLF’s next priority work topic should be “Infrastructure capacity and planning in Central London” and that £25,000 should be allocated to progress work on this topic once the Joint Venture Agreement had been signed by all parties.
The Board also agreed that the other priority topics in the report should be scoped, along with the three business priority issues described under item 7, for inclusion in the work programme to be presented to the March 2008 Board meeting.

10 CLF Logo

The Board chose Option 1 as the CLF logo and agreed that the CLF Officer Group should choose appropriate colours.
11 Recruitment
JW advised that a CLF policy officer post was being advertised, but an appointment could not be made until the Joint Venture Agreement had been signed by all parties.
CD asked that recruitment of the Director post be delayed until the position regarding the GLA’s review of CAZ engagement was clearer as the outcome could affect the type of person required.  The Board agreed.

12 Any other business
There was no other business
13 Dates of next meetings
To be arranged for March, July and November 2008
